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COMMITTEE ON LIMITED JURISDICTION COURTS 
MINUTES 

Wednesday, August 31, 2011 
10:00am to 2:00pm 

Conference Room 119 A/B 
State Courts Building 
1501 W. Washington 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 Honorable Antonio F. Riojas Mr. Patrick Kotecki 

Ms. Carla Boatner Honorable Dorothy Little 

Mr. C. Daniel Carrion Honorable MaryAnne Majestic 

Ms. Faye Coakley Honorable Arthur Markham 

Ms. Janet G. Cornell Ms. Marla Randall 

Honorable Timothy Dickerson Honorable J. Matias "Matt" Tafoya 

Honorable Maria Felix Mr. James "Marty" Vance 

Honorable Sam Goodman Ms. Valerie A. Winters 

Honorable Eric Jeffery 
 

 

 MEMBERS ABSENT: 
 Honorable James William Hazel, Jr. 
 

 

 PRESENTERS/GUESTS: 
 Mr. Jerry Landau Mr. Stewart Bruner  

Ms. J.L. Doyle Ms. Melinda Hardman 

Mr. Brett Watson Mr. Paul Julien 

Ms. Carol Mitchell Ms. Theresa Barrett 

Mr. Patrick Scott Ms. Nancy Swetnam 

Ms. Jennifer Greene 
 

 

 STAFF: 
 Mr. Mark Meltzer Ms. Tama Reily 

 

  
I. REGULAR BUSINES 

 
A.  Welcome and Opening Remarks 

With a quorum present, the August 31, 2011, meeting of the Committee on 
Limited Jurisdiction Courts (LJC) was called to order by Judge Antonio F. Riojas, 
Chair, at 10:05 am. Members and guests were welcomed.   
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Judge Riojas announced two new committee members; Judge James Hazel, the 
presiding judge of the Apache Junction Municipal Court , and James “Marty” 
Vance, court administrator for Maricopa County Justice Court’s 25 precincts. 
 

B.  Approval of Minutes 
The draft minutes of the May 11, 2011, LJC meeting were presented for 
approval. 
 
  MOTION: To approve the May 11, 2011, LJC draft minutes as 
    presented.  Motion seconded.   Motion passed   
    unanimously.    LJC-11-010 
 

II.  BUSINESS ITEMS AND POTENTIAL ACTION ITEMS 
 

A.  Legislative Update (item taken out of order) 
Jerry Landau, Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) Director of Government 
Affairs, provided a report on legislation impacting LJC courts.   
 
Mr. Landau stated that he recently met with the Arizona Bail Bondsmen 
Association.  The Bail Bondsmen are losing money and are looking to increase 
the income of bondsmen and professionalize the industry.  The group has 
proposed an amendment to A.R.S. § 13-3967 that would allow a defendant 
secured appearance bonds wherever bail is permitted, so that cash bonds can 
no longer be required.  He stressed that this is an issue that will come up and he 
requested that any courts requiring cash bonds contact him to discuss the 
justification for it so that he can argue for its validity.  He stated that requiring a 
cash bond on every single offense is an issue that legislators could latch onto. 
 
Mr. Landau went on to answer some questions related to  SB1200: Driving under 
the influence; interlock and HB2400: Criminal restitution; victim notification.  He 
stated that SB1200 will take effect in January 1, 2012.   Defendants must now 
serve 20 percent of the initial jail time before being eligible for home detention.  
There are no legal exceptions to serving the jail time, however, if the defendant 
equips his/her vehicle with an interlock device for a period of one year, the judge 
may suspend all but 9 days of the sentence, and all but 14 days for an extreme 
DUI.  With regard to HB2400, he pointed out that it applies to felony probation 
only, therefore, does not impact limited jurisdiction courts.  
 
Mr. Landau announced that the Governor’s Office of Highway Safety DUI 
Conference (formerly known as the Transportation Conference) will take place on 
December 8 and 9, 2012 at The Buttes, in Tempe.  A Save-the-Date with 
additional information will be sent out at a later date.  

 
B. ACJA § 6-206: Adult Probation Services Fund; Probation Fees Account 

J.L. Doyle, AOC Adult Probation Services, presented proposed changes to ACJA 
§ 6-206: Adult Probation Services Fund; Probation Fees Account.  The intent of 
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the revisions is to create consistent assessment guidelines among the counties 
for the use of state monies in the adult probation services fund, and to ensure the 
appropriation of 60 percent of the expenditures from the probation fees account 
for employee salaries and related benefits.  
 
  MOTION: To approve proposed amendments to ACJA § 6-206: 
    Adult Probation Services Fund; Probation Fees  
    Account as presented.  Motion seconded.  Motion  
    passed unanimously.  LJC-11-011 
 

C. ACJA § 6-111: Vehicle Fleet Management 
Brett Watson, AOC Adult and Juvenile Services Division, presented proposed 
revisions to ACJA § 6-111: Vehicle Fleet Management.  The changes are 
primarily technical and non-substantive, in general bringing the language in line 
with the Arizona Department of Administration’s (ADOA) rules that govern the 
operation of the fleet vehicles.  
 
  MOTION: To approve proposed revisions to ACJA § 6-111: 
    Vehicle Fleet Management as presented.  Motion  
    seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  LJC-11-012 
 

D. Victim Notification in Self Surrender Cases 
Carol Mitchell, AOC Court Services Division (CSD), Caseflow Management Unit, 
and Patrick Scott, CSD, Court Programs Unit, discussed an issue recently raised 
at the Committee on Victims in the Court (COVIC).  It concerns a situation in 
which there is a victim in a case, and the defendant makes an unscheduled court 
appearance generally having missed a court date. Can or should the court see 
the defendant and possibly set new release conditions without notifying the 
victim?  Ms. Mitchell and Mr. Scott requested feedback from members as to the 
protocol or possible best practices in such situations.  
 
Upon discussion it was revealed that many courts have a walk-in docket for just 
this type of situation and will proceed with seeing the defendant and handling the 
matter at the time.  Due to time constraints, the victim is not notified. Some courts 
schedule the defendant for a future date.  In general, members were in 
consensus that there is not a mandate to set a hearing and notify the victim in 
such instances of unscheduled appearances.  
 

E. ACJA § 1-507: Protection of  Electronic Case Records in Paperless Court 
 Operations 

Jennifer Greene, AOC Legal Services Assistant Counsel, and Stewart Bruner, 
AOC Information Technology Division (ITD), Strategic Planning Manager, 
presented proposed amendments to ACJA § 1-507: Protection of Electronic 
Case Records in Paperless Court Operations.  It would establish standards for 
courts to follow in the destruction of paper administrative and regulatory records 
upon the creation of their electronic versions.  Ms. Greene informed members 
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that the code section is posted on the ACJA Forum and member comments are 
welcomed.   
 
  MOTION: To approve proposed amendments to ACJA § 1-507: 
    Protection of Electronic Case Records in Paperless  
    Court Operations as presented.  Motion seconded.   
    Approved unanimously.  LJC-11-013 

 
F. Technical Standards Accompanying Supreme Court Rule 124 

Mr. Bruner reported on changes to ACJA § 1-504: Electronic Reproduction and 
Imaging of Court Records, and ACJA § 1-506: Filing and Management of 
Electronic Court Documents.  He summarized the technical details explaining 
that ACJA § 1-504 revises standards for courts scanning documents to create 
electronic copies of records, and ACJA § 1-506 requires courts to use  the 
OnBase electronic document management system (EDMS) for storing scanned 
and electronically filed records.  The changes are necessary to pave the way for 
the statewide unified e-filing system and the reliable exchange of electronic 
documents within the court system.  Mr. Bruner encouraged members to go to 
the ACJA Forum to provide their comments on the code sections. 
 

G.  Justice Court Rules of Civil Procedure (JCRCP) 
Paul Julien, AOC Education Services and Chair of the Committee on Civil Rules 
of Procedure for Limited Jurisdiction Courts (RCIP.LJC), and Mark Meltzer, AOC 
committee staff, reported on the progress of the committee’s work.  Mr. Julien 
gave a brief synopsis on the establishment of the committee under Administrative 
Order 2011-13, its composition, and the approach they have taken in drafting 
new rules of civil procedure for justice courts.  He discussed their focus on 
simplifying the language and processes, and explained how they came to 
renumber the rules.  Mr. Meltzer requested feedback from LJC members to 
assist in creating their product, particularly with regard to the process aspects of 
the rules.  
 
Some of the suggestions discussed by members included the following: 
 
- allowing the court to issue judgment upon receiving a pleading or admission, 

rather than setting a later hearing date 
- ruling on summary judgments during or after the trial   
- having a mandatory small claims court procedure 
- holding mandatory pre-trials. 
 
Mr. Meltzer thanked the committee for its feedback and stated they will return 
with a more complete work product at the October LJC meeting.   

 
III. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
A.  Good of the Order/Call to the Public 

http://azdnn.dnnmax.com/forumacja/Forum/tabid/111/Default.aspx
http://azdnn.dnnmax.com/forumacja/Forum/tabid/111/Default.aspx
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 No comments offered. 
 
B. Next Meeting 
 Wednesday, October 19, 2011 
 10:00am to 2:30pm 
 Conference Room 119 A/B 
 State Courts Building 
 
 Meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
 


